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up his rooms and
wa nt out for the same pur-
pose, it waa necessary to
tin enough to disorganize
tie whole administration,
li" explained, and to stop
tin- domiciliary visits, or
we should lie undone.

I had been out for an
boar, when newspajier boys
' mil by. on bieycleH.

lining bundles of papers
.tie shouting:

"Special edition! Annihi-
lation of War uilice and
Admiralty. Hisappearance
.I Fiench I'resideut and
lady Constance Harford.
Two thousand scientistsan, sled!"
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totjbody w London.

viiil.!,.,.'" H Implied a usual. "Mean-
while. I mi i.. ...it of m mt mlnil
what. 11 pp.-luc- I lit- t.lu- - light. I'll
make eti'iiiKh In ten minitea or so. Take
' . I'l'k. and have .1 l...k at the

Hon, s of l'aii..,ui. ul. You il .see some-
thing!"

"You mean you Innc : f vraj.li t
tti. in

"Yes." 1!.. liugh.d Ti...r.' was
""' I'.At.n .! t ..i.'., I ll. i;l; in h.s
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Hut i..ry hi,., t. in l make loins. U" (,r
h' rsi If Ititu a el , t ,b home c his.poets.

'Tike nobody f.,r glinted," he i Kg..,i
n..l your father, .,r yi.'n mnih.i. .,i your

'"" '"'" s.sli-r- "i y..ur nun' fa-

miliar fraud, 'lb.. I.llir i,. it,,. Tillies
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Wui.is were drowned in an awful,
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hui;.- t.,.r. tl... ii,, I, .. buddings XV,..,.
H'.ii.-- as ..ti.alv an-- qui. k!y as a picture
fr.im a s n an. uh. re tin y In,. I

stood ,,n,. ki il.ii sky li was a III,.'
bight an. Hi.- il.'s lvinki,l there. I"r. in. ml,, r 1. :i,g Mijn.lv whether
mail Was 111.- gr, all I. in llie stars.

Alt. r Hie cry il..- . :.,i,d ... i, i, a
lie. in.i.l tide. I was wlut It !wiinl an,
riinti.l. .hou,. anil sir,,, k. A heap ,,t
people wh.i fill - in.. st ,, tii,.. lull,.,

s.i lame tl.it. ii rut. r th. I,,. ..f it.
I could take shelter t t. l,i,,nati
win i s. Th" sie ik. is w. re In t .,n th.i
nihil' si, I, ,,l t. leap, an.l as the
ciowd led .i a.,,, it. tl,,,. ,,, ,.r
saved front Hi" my wast of la, ernsll;
lint when Hi,, man who had spoken
mi.iinieil his s., ami shnni. l to th,.
people to kee. ant ,,.y, I,,.
was ruslnal in. r ami iinolher h..,i, tnrmeilover him, as happi rud whenever anv one
fell.

I.nilv Cohslatice iiiouiit. .1 nn something
iiml hogged the erowil nut to rush, an.lthen everybody Would he sure. Her
vi. h e was in. longer mush-- , hut n toiigh
S' ream, an, I her hat h.H K,. , ,,er
hair hung loos,., she was k,i, k,, over

": "i" ail of l ,,..( ,. eoine
I f' nnh I throimh II, nsmj; mv lisis ami
ttiml.le.l a llltl.- ln.ati asi.l.. ami aill,,
hrr (ml. I h. lne.l it,., t,, i,,.,- ,,., t ,.,,

nii.oi ted her while she l.r. ath Thatwas the second misfortune to our plan." I li ol l. ( h.-- he Hinolh. r. ,1 - II pallv
did not iiiviir to me- - llarv,", an, I
Would ho mast. as of llie tin: Id

l"lallon of lawlul govein- -
u.ciil, or within fourteen
da i s thcreaitej-,-

i returned to our flat at
"lie o'clock, as agreed; on
'I" a ay 1 met parties of
p.'liee taking away persons
suspected of science. I
I'e.iyiiizi'd I'ro'essor Itun- -

' 'li" i'li'. tri.-a- , Xpert,
and llie chemist ut thu

"i n.'i of in, r stieet, among
t in ui. When 1 readied the

n the lahoraloi y
ii lianilio' tl:.- blue
"ii lo one psyMupli

no i..l li i in on Hi. street itself,I tolllel 11.,., . . ...
Tl up 11 Who liny.

ill 1.1

i himself, and to
d into cMrylhint'.
proposine; to send
" uruplis of t,re

r
slan. I'

ol th,
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I. is. 'I h. '11 W! The presi-l'- l
. li'T' li nuhlle is holdtiiL'

u '"'un. I lo ."iiside, sendlliK help." He
.il a in Hie slot. "There, uocn

Hi. pre oil. ait" he snapped; and llie blue
'''I"1 '" "H ive ynu got her'.'"

"Ves," sa,d. "I II develop them i.w.ve some oth. IS, too."
I told him their names, and he nodded.
I went to the little sink in the corner,

and ileMlopid my plates. Till) process,
rapi.l on., lakiliK only a few

seeonde.

"l i i wiin soiitiers,and Hint parties were visiting the houses.
An ofheer stopp, d me. and examined my
camera, lie called u sergeant of en- -
gllie.'tM.

"There a fomelhiiiK qi r about tliisapparatus." ,e said. "You're In thephotographic s,..ioti. aren't yon, John-soii'- .'
Look at it."

The sergeant saluted, and Inrpeeted thecamera; anil then the (dates that 1 hadtaken.
"lis not photography, sir," he said;

"and I see a 'positive' f La,iv Constunco
llarloid. ' I was carrying it about withme lor security. "It's 0ut Into a aort ofwaxy card; und the papers say that sholias disappeared!"

"Take him to ilia commission at once,"
the oilleer said. "Don't waste a second;"ami they hurried me off.

I l"ok. A up at the window of the
our Mi, t was only a few doors

away-an- d saw Harvey covering .us wlihins camera. U Hashed upon me that hewould "graph" us, and thu, wipe out theparty myself and all! The plate ol l.ady
Constance would go; and then he couldnever restore her, and she would "go
on." wandering as a disembodied spirit,
till the term of nor life wns over.

1 Ihiiik 1 went mad for the moment t
snuggled to get free; shouted that I
knew the ninilhllntor, and would tellthem everything; Implored them to
hasten ami seize, Harvey before he coulddestroy us all.

"And Iwidy Constance!" I cried. "Andl.ady Constunie! He can't bring her
back without that!" I tried to snatch, the
psygraph from the 4sergeant's hand; but
half a doz. n men seized me and carried
me by mv legs and arms and waist.

' 1 believe we've got one of them!" thesergeant said.
And then Ihe sergeant and th. menwere gone lrom the world, and I dropped

upon the pavement with a thud. It was
in St. Jamea's Situare, just outside Cleve-
land House. My "camera" lay on the
pavement beside me. and tha case of
finished plates. The regraph of Lady
Constance that had been in the ser-
geant's hand was gone. 1 gathered up
tile things, and set olt for our Hats they

Ill

QIIK whb only ljruif.al and shal- 111!

Ihe na ture 1,1 I4ldy ronstan.'" Wl:lery clear. 1 watched it collie out as the
and ate Int., ihe waxen card. The

as I have sai l, were indented.
The lines .seelilc, to eat into my heart,
lis the acid ale Into the wax.

"Look here, Harvey," 1 said abruptly.
"You told me ,,: ui tke what I liked
lioni the world. I'm mil Kolng to hack
out, or spoil the business by mawkish
leutimeiit. but nivu me your word that
you will brim; her back some day? I
dare say I'm a fool."

He turned round to me. and regarded
me curiously, and not unkindly.

"(Hi. I don't know!" be said, "What n
man wants he wauls Ves, I
will bi'lnir her ba.k. I w.ml you entirely
Willi me, Hrinviilow, and I am not afraid
Hull you will be mawkish. Cue me your
word not to restore her till it's safe, and
I'll show you how to do it."

1 cave him my word, and he showed
me how to ptoiluoe the yellowish-pin- k

Unlit that brouKht thlnns ba.k to our
senses -- the thlnes that "went ,," all the
time. He Illustrated the pmecsn with a
chair that stood In the laboratory, and a
barometer that Ihuik on the wall.

I save him the ps.praph of laidy Con-
stance. He put It In the slot, and turned
on the blue light, it looked as If she
was crylnir. Then I suppr.sn 1 fainted

were in Jerniyn Street at a run.
1 luiitid people running out of It, and

they shouted to mo not to go there. All
the searchers who went that way. they
shrieked, had been annihilated. I went
straight on, and Into Ihe laboratory, and
dropped Into the armchair. For the mo-
ment my strength had completely gone.

Harvey looked at me with a friendly
smile, and went to the Bideboard and got
out the brandy.

"That was a narrow s'lUeak. old man!"
he said, almost with affection. "I hap.
pened tn see you, and got a psygraph.
Of course I cut you out, and the camera
and plal.s. before I annihilated." He
poured out the brandy with a soft gurgle.
"A very narrow squeak! I think we're
safe for a while now. I've been graph-
ing scan hers all the morning, and I've
wlticd out thousands. They won't come
this wav for a bit. Come, pull yourself
together ami drink It. You'll be all right
In a minute."

I drank tho brandy, and dropped buck
In the chair.

"You have wiped out the psygraph ofl.ady Constance." I said. "We can'tbring her ba. k."
It was only possible to take one psy-prn-

Horn each "photograph," so I had
110 duplicate.

lie putted out his cheeks and blew. He
had lhat way when he thought.

"I ran bring the psygraph back," ho
said slowly; "but I don't know where itwould reappear. The ghost, we'll say
of the man who had It may wander. Isuppose he could carry It about with him.
I don't know. He might drop It at tho
moment. I really don't kuow. I'll cut It
out of the psygraph of the group and
restore It separately, rio round to theplace where he disappeared, and eoe If Itreturns ihere."

I left him cutting nt the psygraph with
a nuirvclously line fret-sa- and went
hack to the sonars. I stood staring at
the pavement where the sergeant haddlsappennd. The psygraph waa not
there and then it was!

There was a piece of skin the tiniestscrap of nail and flesh adhering to it.The fret-sa- had not been quite exact.
The psygraph was cracked slightly. liar-ve- y

said that this would not hurt Lady
Constance, and did not matter.

"And now," he said, "put It away for
ft Hit lo while. Some day you shall bring
her back; when you can offer her the
qtteenshlp of half the world!''

"You are merciful to my weakness,
Harvey," I said: and he laughed aa usual;
but there was a touch of softness In thelaugh.

"A man wnnts what he wants," he
said. "We've wasted half an hour and
thnt mny loae the empire of the earth-o- ver

a woman! Well, you'll find it harder
to rule her, perhaps! Now, Itrownlow,
we can't waste any more time. The next
day or two will settle the business, one
way or the other, Let'a have a council
of war. '

llatvey hurried mehen came to.
out to take more psymaphs, and he

'.0

lj il. elated.
"I am Kind to Ilnd unii hrae man."

8he told llie. "We few win, are .a,.
hae need of tine another, .Mr. "

She !o.,ked at me.
"Itlinilall," 1 said. II was llie Ihst name

Hint eame Into my head.
"Mr. liainlall, K u: see If wo can save

any one."
We rescued n pon.l many from tlui

heaps. As they r, rover, d they went on
with the res. 'tie: til I wml with lai.lv
Constance towards the mins; of the
Houses of l'ai liaini nt. I siy "ruins."
but there was no ih'luis, Tile siii'ei.stm,
ture ha I diKnpi eared. The foundations
were unharmed, not In inn Hi' luded in
the psVKi'aph.

The asseml ly laid not heeti nnnl.
Minted, lnit some were Hilled und many
were Injured liv fallim; to the uroinid,
or Into the cellars, when the masonry
disappeared. And. ,t. a. cord ill i; to liar,
vey. it was still "toiiiB on." Kverylhiim-tha- t

ever was or will he noes un. 1 sup-
pose; only we do not know.

1 worked with those who were Injured
in reciiveniiK the rest, l.a.ly I'onsiauco
neemed to direct It nil. She went down
into th cellarH herself and carried

d men uihui her ulen.ler should, ra.
Her Jacket was torn and she was ills,
heyeled. She did not look the hU;l.
hred lady now. Imt very much a woman.
She had a colur. and elie was vuy beau-
tiful.

"Cinne and ee me sh
naiil, when our work was dunt, "If we
nru lioth left. There will lu wflrk to do.
It one of ui ig gone Hod tihtss you! Como
and help!"

"Ye." I said. "I I am a reporter.
You want to ronse the people. Well,
popular pnthuslasm centers round a per-
sonality; especially a woman. I shall
describe what you have done
and let tne come in the morninp. and
take a photograph of you to go with tha
article."

I meant a psycraph!
"Very well." She sighed. "If I seem

to have a power to move people." sha
aald, "it la because I try to do what he
would have done. Say that In your re-
port. A (rood man Uvea when he la dead.
Good night, Mr my friend."

She gave me her hand; and a kind little
amlle. I pressed her hand In both mine.
That waa the third mistake In our plana;
the one that was Irreparable.

1 told alarvey what had happened;
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WK sat down and we lit our pipes and
discussed this struggle of two men
against the earth, as if we talked

over a matter of dully bualness.
"It cornea to a question of bluff." Har-

vey pronounced. "The destruction of the
searchers round thia quarter, and here
only, has given them a pretty clear Idea
where we hang out. If they knew how
the business was worked, they would
rush In on us faster than we could graph
them and blot them out. It would be a
matter of ten minutes! Hut they don't
know. They think that we ran destroy
every one and everything, at any rate.
In London, at any moment. So they
won't come, unleaa a great leader ariaea.
Vven then It will lake him some time to

(Continued on pas 21)Taw rw that bad hm tn air kuxli waa feaal
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